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Gisdom 


OR 


Mind, Till, and Understanding 
The Macro Plays. No, 2 


This play, hitherto known to scholars (for no special reason) 
as “Mind, Will, and Understanding,’ was happily re- 
christened by Dr. Furnivall when reprinting the piece for 
The Early English Text Society. I have followed Dr. 
Furnivall’s lead, especially because it was at his sugges- 
tion (very kindly acceded to by Mr. ‘fohn Henry Gurney 
of Keswick Hall, near Norwich, the owner of the original 
MS.) that this ancient morality (together with “* Mankind,” 
“The Castle of Perseverance,” and “ Respublica”’) has 
been included in The Tudor Facsimile Texts. 

Particulars of Cox Macro, the former owner, from 
whom these plays take their name, are given, and sources 
of information are indicated in the Introduction to “ Man- 
hind,’ the first of the series of Macro facsimiles; the 
details need not be repeated in this place. 

The manuscript of “Wisdom” consists of twenty-four leaves 
of quarto paper, and is made up of two gatherings of twelve 
leaves each. The manuscript is perfect; at the end ts the 
same inscription of ownership as at the end of “ Mankind.” 

Dr. Furnivall’s revised title was thus set out :-— 


Al Worality of Wisdom 
Tho is Christ? 


How Lucifer tempts the Mind, Will, and Understanding 
of Man to Sin, 


and it thus fully and lucidly summarises the dramatic motif 


of the play. For the rest, “Wisdom” is excellently edited, 
as far as subject-matter is concerned, by Dr. Furnivall 
and Mr, A. W. Pollard in The Early English Text Society's 
reprint (Extra Series XCI.). 

Turning to this facsimile reprint, it will be seen that 
in the Macro original the margins of the manuscript are 
sometimes cut away or that the script is occasionally erased. 
Especially is this the case on leaves 98, 102 (recto and 
verso), 105, 106, &c. It so happens, however, that 
“‘Wisdom” exists, as far as the first four lines of leaf 113 
verso, or rather more than half the play, in a Digby manu- 
script at the Bodleian Library. This furnished Dr. 
Furnivall with many “supplies” and variorum (generally 
improved) readings when he was editing the piece for The 
Early English Text Society in 1904. Om examination, 
however, it is evident that the original manuscript has in 
the interval become less distinct in places, inasmuch as words 
and letters which were then (I assume) legible are now 
either blurred or are altogether obliterated. Students must, 
therefore, on no account neglect the textual notes supplied 
by Dr. Furnivall’s version when dealing critically with 
this facsimile of the original Macro MS., which as far as 
craftsmanship and care permit is a faithful reproduction 
of the original in its present state. 

One other point calling for mention is less important. 
The “scribblings” on leaf 98 (verso), 99 (foot of page), 
100 (ditto), 101 (ditto), 103, 104, 105, 106—indeed 
throughout—have been retained on the principle of “ showing 
the original exactly as it exists to-day.” The most notable 
example is probably that on 121 (verso) which faced, in 
the original Seventeenth Century binding, the first leaf (122) 
of “ Mankind,” but with which it has apparently nothing 


to do, 
J. S. FARMER. 


vi 


CHA isdom 


OR 


Mind, itll, and Understanding 


The Players in the order of their entry. 


WIspoMm oF CHRIST. AniMa’s Five WITs, 
ANIMA, OR THE Sout. as Five VIRGINS. 


The Three Powers of every Christian Soul :— 
Minpb. WILL. UNDERSTANDING. 


LucIFER. A SHREWD Boy. 


Minp’s Six Retainers :-— 


INDIGNATION. HAstTINESs. 
STURDINESS. WRETCH. 
MALIce. Discorp. 


And MAINTENANCE. 


Unperstanpine’s Six False Furors :— 


WRONG. FALSEHOOD. 
SLEIGHT. RavINE. 
DouBLENESS. DEcEIT. 


And Perjury. 


Wirt’s Six Women :— 


THREE DISGUISED AS GALLANTS, AND THREE AS 
Matrons. 


Minstrets, Tramps, a Bacpipz, a Hornpipe, 
Six SMALL Boys IN THE LIKENESS OF DEVILS. 
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